


T
he C

offee T
able N

ew
sletter

S
pring 2007

S
ubm

ission deadline is 
M

ay 20, 2007. 

R
elease date w

ill be June 5, 2007.

1. 
O

ne 
subm

ission 
per 

active 
m

em
ber. S

ubm
issions m

ust be your 
ow

n original w
ork. Y

ou w
ill retain 

the copyright for your ow
n w

ork. 
S

end subm
issions to libertygrl by 

em
ail () or by private m

essaging.

2. G
raphic contributions such as art 

or photography m
ust be subm

itted 
in JP

G
 form

at, no larger than 1200 
x 

1500 
dpi. 

T
he 

im
age 

m
ay 

be 
resized depending on the layout of 
the 

new
sletter. 

Y
ou 

m
ay 

also 
subm

it up to 500 w
ords of text w

ith 
your im

age, if you w
ould like to 

include 
som

e 
description 

or 
background on the im

age. T
ext is 

optional.

3. 
W

ritten 
contributions 

m
ust 

be 
1,500 

w
ords 

or 
less. 

C
ited 

references are included in the w
ord 

count. W
ritten contributions m

ay be 
fiction or non-fiction, and m

ay be 
edited 

w
ith 

spelling 
or 

gram
m

ar 
corrections. 

Y
ou 

w
ill 

have 
the 

opportunity 
to 

approve 
any 

corrections 
before 

the 
issue 

is 
released. S

om
e exam

ples of w
ritten 

contributions 
w

ould 
be 

essays, 
stories, articles, review

s, or poetry.

4. 
A

 
photo 

or 
draw

ing 
m

ay 
accom

pany 
your 

w
ritten 

contribution (to illustrate an article 
or a review

, for exam
ple). If you 

w
ish to include an im

age of this 
type w

ith your w
ritten subm

ission, 
then the w

ord count for the piece 
m

ust be 1,000 w
ords or less. If the 

photo or draw
ing is not your ow

n, 
credit the source. D

o not subm
it it 

unless 
you 

have 
copyright 

perm
ission to publish it.

5. S
pecify w

hat nam
e you w

ould 
like to have used to credit you for 
your w

ork in the new
sletter. 

P
lease note: Y

ou m
ust subscribe to 

the 
list 

in 
order 

to 
receive 

the 
new

sletter by em
ail. 

 S
tay tuned for the next issue of 

the C
offee T

able, sum
m

er 2007

S
ubm

ission G
uidelines for the S

um
m

er 2007 Issue
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B
eing as U

ndifferentiated M
anifold                        by M

idnight M
onk

W
hat inspires m

e about T
he 

C
ouch is the consideration and 

sincerity of its m
em

bers. In som
e 

sense it's true that it is m
y 

creation, because I have put dow
n 

the fram
ew

ork and w
orked to set 

the tone, but I did not invent the 
idea of the discussion forum

 and 
it w

ould be quite a boring place if 
I sat here alone. S

o I'm
 thankful to 

everyone w
ho helps to bring this 

place to life, because I cannot do 
it alone. T

he C
ouch is everything 

I im
agined it could be and m

ore, 
and w

ho can ask for m
ore than 

that. 

Long live T
he C

ouch, 
lib...B

eing...C
ontinued from

 page 3...

B
y repeating this process 

over 
and 

over 
again 

eventually 
patterns 

begin 
to 

em
erge 

from
 

w
ithin the m

anifold.  T
he m

ind is 
able to

differentiate form
s of the possible 

w
ith 

m
ore 

and 
m

ore 
acute 

exactness. 
 

S
tarting 

from
 

an 
undifferentiated plenum

 of quality, 
w

e arrive at the perception of trees, 
rocks, 

people—
the 

fam
iliar 

phenom
enal w

orld. 
  B

eing 
is 

the 
m

ost 
abstract 

concept 
w

e 
use 

to 
describe 

all 
possible appearances.  B

eing is the 
concept 

of 
the 

totality 
of 

appearances. 
 

B
ut, 

since 
the 

natural m
ovem

ent of cognition is 
from

 
the 

undifferentiated 
to 

the 
discretely differentiated, how

 are 
w

e to perceive B
eing?  In fact, w

e 
cannot 

even 
conceive 

of 
B

eing 
until w

e reach a relatively high 
level of concept developm

ent, and 
are 

able 
to 

abstract 
from

 
all 

com
m

onalities to project a single 
class under 

w
hich they 

all 
fall.  

T
he 

conception 
of 

B
eing 

is 
a 

product of logic.  B
ut is it a m

ere 
abstraction?  If it is to have an 
ontological relevance it m

ust be 
experiencable as w

ell as thinkable.  
Is it possible to experience B

eing? 

Interview
 w

ith libertygrl

2
11

       T
o discover B

eing w
e m

ust 
perform

 
a 

phenom
enological 

reduction. 
 

S
etting 

aside 
the 

question 
of 

the 
ontological 

objectivity of appearances, w
e can 

classify them
 broadly in term

s of 
their being phenom

enal.  W
hatever 

w
e say about the relation of subject 

to 
object, 

our 
fundam

ental 
experience 

of 
reality, 

phenom
enally, is of a m

anifold of 
overlapping, 

integrated 
qualities.  

T
he 

phenom
enal 

m
anifold 

is 
the 

totality 
of 

appearances 
unfolded 

relative to a discrete point-of-view
, 

i.e., a consciousness. 
 C

onscious 
aw

areness sits at the nexus of a set 
of relations betw

een qualities that 
define a particular w

orld-view
 or 

w
orld-line. 

 
A

ll 
of 

the 
objects 

em
erging 

from
 

these 
relations—

insofar 
as 

they 
em

erge—
are 

phenom
enal.  T

hey are interior to 
consciousness.  E

xperience cannot 
reach 

beyond 
these 

bounds, 
nor 

conceive of the  thing-in-itself.
C

onsider the m
anifold itself.  

T
he m

anifold is   the enfoldm
ent of 

every 
possible 

 
object 

that 
can 

appear 
relative 

 
 

 
to 

a 
given 

consciousness 
according 

to 
the 

param
eters of its P

O
V

, w
hich is in 

part 
defined 

by 
its 

spacetim
e 

coordinates (the ideal observer as a 

m
athem

atical point).  T
he m

anifold 
itself is the ground of the possibility 
of any particular thing appearing.  
R

elative 
to 

any 
conscious 

P
O

V
, 

there exists a m
anifold that defines 

the 
full 

extent 
of 

the 
range 

of 
possible appearances.  It defines the 
possibility of hearing a thing, or 
seeing a thing, or feeling a thing,
&

c.  
R

elative 
to a pure, 

unified 
consciousness, it appears as a m

esh 
of all possible qualities overlapping 
and flow

ing together.  T
his initial or 

fundam
ental 

appearance 
is 

undifferentiated 
w

ith 
respect 

to 
particulars.

P
art 

of 
w

hat 
defines 

a 
hum

an-type 
m

anifold 
is 

the 
inclusion 

of 
a 

set 
of 

cognitive 
functions, i.e., a m

ind.  T
he purpose 

of these functions is to differentiate 
the m

anifold—
to pick out, identify, 

classify, and clarify sections of the 
m

anifold. 
 

E
ssentially, 

to 
define 

particular 
form

s 
from

 
w

ithin 
the 

param
eters of the possible.  It is 

lim
ited 

by 
certain transcendental

param
eters 

in 
the 

K
antian 

sense, 
e.g., spacetim

e coordinates.  E
very 

life is unique because it occupies a 
unique position (or coordinate) and 
has a unique w

orld-line.
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 p
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T

he
 w
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ld

 
as

 w
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pe
rc

ei
ve

 it
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 n
ot

 'g
iv

en
' t

o 
us

 
in
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ad

y-
m

ad
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fo
rm
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O
ur

 
pe

rc
ep
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es

 n
ot

 r
ef

le
ct
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ha

t 
is

 
'th

er
e'
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bu

t 
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pr
oc

es
s 

of
 

co
ns

tr
uc

tin
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nt
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 r
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 p
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t o
f c
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  T
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T
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 m
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It 

is
 

a 
pr
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en

ta
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n e
n 

m
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se 
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en
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 q
ua
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ie

s.
  

W
er

e 
w

e 
to

 
fo
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s 
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ar

en
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s 
on
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ha

t 
fie

ld
, 

pr
e-
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pt
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g 

co
gn
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ve
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ct
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n,
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e'

d 
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 fa
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d 
w

ith
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 t
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m
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 d
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je
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T
he

 
id

en
tif

ic
at

io
n 

of
 

ob
je

ct
s 

ha
pp

en
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

co
gn

iti
on

. 
 T
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 m

in
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ig
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ly
 a

 b
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 s
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, s
av

e 
fo
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co

gn
iti

ve
 p

ar
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et
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s,
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ca
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 t
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ht

. 
 I

t 
re

fle
ct

s 
th

e 
se

ns
ua

l f
ie

ld
.  

T
hr

ou
gh

 a
n 

ac
t o

f 
se

le
ct

iv
e 

fo
cu

s 
an

 o
bj

ec
t i

s 
de

fin
ed

 
fo

r 
th

e 
m

in
d 

to
 o

pe
ra

te
 o

n.
  

F
oc

us
 

is
 th

e 
lo

ca
liz

at
io

n 
of

 a
w

ar
en

es
s.

  
A

 
no

n-
lo

ca
liz

ed
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

aw
ar

e 
of

 
th

e 
to

ta
lit

y 
of

 
th

e 
ph

en
om

en
al

 m
an

ifo
ld

.  
A

 
lo

ca
liz

ed
 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
pi

ck
s 

ou
t 

a 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

 
fie

ld
 

of
 

po
ss

ib
ili

tie
s 

an
d 

co
nc

en
tr

at
es

 
up

on
 

th
em

. 
 

T
hi

s 
re

fle
ct

s 
th

e 
in

te
nt

io
na

l d
ire

ct
iv

e 
of

 
co

ns
ci

ou
sn

es
s—

to
 m

ov
e 

to
w

ar
ds

 a
 

po
ss

ib
le

 o
bj

ec
t. 

B
ut

 th
e 

m
er

e 
lo

ca
liz

at
io

n 
of

 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

on
ly

 d
ef

in
es

 a
 f

or
m

al
 

pl
ac

eh
ol

de
r,

 
a 

lo
gi

ca
lly

 
po

ss
ib

le
 

ob
je

ct
—

an
 

'it
', 

a 
'th

er
e'

.  
C

on
sc

io
us

ne
ss

's
 o

nl
y 

po
w

er
 i

s 
to

 
di

re
ct

 f
oc

us
 t

ow
ar

ds
 t

he
 p

os
si

bl
e.

  
N

ow
, 

up
on

 a
tta

in
in

g 
su

ch
 a

 f
oc

us
, 

th
e 

m
in

d,
 r

ef
le

ct
in

g 
th

is
 a

ct
io

n,
 i

s 
ab

le
 

to
 

re
ta

in
 

it,
 

re
co

rd
 

it 
in

 
m

em
or

y.
  

S
o 

th
e 

en
tir

e 
se

ct
io

n 
of

 
th

e 
m

an
ifo

ld
 l

oc
al

iz
ed

 b
y 

fo
cu

s 
is

 
re

ta
in

ed
 

as
 

a 
ho

lis
tic

 
im

pr
es

si
on

 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

m
in

d.
  

B
ei

ng
 a

s 
U

nd
iff

er
en

tia
te

d 
M

an
ifo

ld
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id
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gh

t M
on

k

C
hi

ck
en

 C
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ss
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g
B

y 
S
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S
elected excerpts from

 
“Interview

 w
ith libertygrl”

1

Y
ogi B

ear: W
hat w

as your first 
encounter w

ith m
ystery like? D

id 
the unknow

n sneak up on you bit 
by bit, or did it hit you like a M

ack 
truck?  

libertygrl: 
Life has alw

ays been 
m

ysterious to m
e, for as long as I 

can rem
em

ber. I w
ould say that 

m
y first "encounter" w

ith m
ystery 

w
as w

hen I w
as six years old. O

n 
our school break they w

ould let all 
of us kids out into the school yard 
to play; this w

as in G
erm

any. I 
found a tree that w

as far at the end 
of the yard, a quiet place aw

ay 
from

 the pavem
ent w

here the kids 
w

ere playing. T
he next thing I 

knew
, all the kids w

ere gone and I 
had no idea how

 long I had been 
sitting there. I w

ent back inside the 
schoolhouse and the teacher hadn't 
even noticed I w

as gone. 

W
hile I w

as sitting out there alone, 
I w

as thinking about things 
w

ithout having w
ords to express 

them
, feeling things w

ithout 
know

ing w
hat they m

eant, 
overw

helm
ed by som

ething I 
couldn't understand. It w

as also 
m

ysterious to go back inside and 
find that so m

uch tim
e had passed 

w
ithout m

e realizing. It w
as 

m
ysterious not to have heard the 

school bell ring. It w
asn't until 

over 25 years later that I w
as able 

to begin to process w
hat that 

m
em

ory w
as about. Lots of heavy 

things, traum
a-related.  

Y
ogi B

ear: W
hat kind of m

ovies 
do you generally enjoy?

libertygrl: 
I especially enjoy fairy 

tales, or stories w
ith strong 

m
ythological them

es, and/or 
m

etaphorical/allegorical elem
ents. 

F
or exam

ple, "T
he M

atrix", "W
hat 

D
ream

s M
ay C

om
e", "Lady in the 

W
ater". 

I also love suspense thrillers. 
D

ance m
ovies. 3-D

 anim
ated 

film
s. A

ction film
s occasionally, 

and a rom
antic com

edy now
 and 

then. N
ot too keen on horror, 

although I did enjoy the "S
cream

" 
trilogy. Interview

 w
ith libertygrl

M
ayor N

ew
som

's w
ork w

ith 
illegal im

m
igration has gotten m

e 
interested in seeing m

ore system
s 

(and entire cities) functioning on 
principles of integrity. It's not that 
I object to charitable donations to 
people w

ho need it; that w
as never 

the case. It's that w
e also need to 

figure out how
 to take care of the 

people w
ho are contributing to the 

system
. A

s a rule, you have to take 
care of yourself first before you 
can take care of other people. T

hat 
is true for individuals as w

ell as 
for societies. I don't believe that 
N

ew
som

's "city of refuge" policy 
w

ould w
ork everyw

here, because 
it's also necessary to have that 
foundation of personal integrity 
(and consistency) in order to get a 
handle on the corruption &

 
exploitation, w

hether it com
es 

from
 w

ithin or w
ithout. 

e.: W
hat colours do you like to 

have around you, in the apartm
ent, 

etc.?

libertygrl: 
O

range is m
y favorite 

color, and I have a lot of orange 
around m

y apartm
ent, especially 

in m
y paintings. O

range is very 
w

arm
 &

 dynam
ic. B

lue is another 
favorite color, and it com

plem
ents 

orange w
ell. C

ool and laid-back. I 
generally like bright colors. I do a lot of painting w

ith black-light 
(U

V
) reactive paint so I've got a 

lot of bright colors on m
y w

alls. 

Iam
m

yaspectofU
s: H

ow
 w

ere 
you inspired to create T

he C
ouch?  

H
ow

 are you and have you been 
inspired by the life and tim

es of 
your creation?

libertygrl: 
T

he C
ouch cam

e into 
existence due to som

e com
plicated 

disagreem
ents betw

een m
e and the 

adm
in of the forum

 I used to 
frequent, M

ad P
hilosophers G

uild. 
It's not som

ething I begrudge her 
for. A

s I see it, the bottom
 line is 

that w
e sim

ply had different ideas 
about the ideal environm

ent for a 
discussion forum

. W
e w

ere 
m

oving in different directions and 
so it becam

e necessary that w
e 

part w
ays. 

F
rom

 the very first m
om

ent that I 
discovered discussion forum

s on 
the Internet, I w

as very excited 
about the potential they had to 
draw

 people together in a w
ay that 

had never before been explored. 
U

pon realizing that I w
ould not be 

able to explore that potential at 
M

P
G

 in the w
ay I had hoped, I 

decided to give the adm
in position 

a shot for m
yself and see w

here it 
led. 

Interview
 w

ith libertygrl

4
9

1.  C
f. http://w

w
w

.thecouchforum
.com

/com
m

ents.php?i
d=446



M
id

ni
gh

t_
M

on
k:

 
D

o 
yo

u 
fe

el
 

th
at

 ta
ki

ng
 th

e 
in

iti
at

iv
e,

 s
ta

rt
in

g 
an

d 
ad

m
in

is
tr

at
in

g 
yo

ur
 o

w
n 

di
sc

us
si

on
 fo

ru
m

, h
as

 c
ha

ng
ed

 th
e 

w
ay

 y
ou

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
an

d 
va

lu
e 

vi
rt

ua
l d

is
cu

ss
io

n?

lib
er

ty
gr

l: 
T

he
 v

al
ue

 I 
pl

ac
e 

on
 

vi
rt

ua
l 

di
sc

us
si

on
 h

as
 a

lw
ay

s 
re

m
ai

ne
d 

th
e 

sa
m

e.
 W

ha
t I

 v
al

ue
 

m
os

t a
bo

ut
 it

 is
 th

at
 it

 g
iv

es
 p

eo
pl

e 
lik

e 
m

ys
el

f, 
w

ho
 i

n 
th

e 
“3

D
” 

w
or

ld
 m

ay
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 "
an

ti-
so

ci
al

",
 th

e 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
se

ns
e 

of
 c

om
m

un
ity

. 

A
dm

in
is

tr
at

in
g 

T
he

 C
ou

ch
 h

as
 

de
fin

ite
ly

 c
ha

ng
ed

 m
y 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 
to

w
ar

d 
on

lin
e 

di
sc

us
si

on
. B

ef
or

e 
I 

be
ca

m
e 

ad
m

in
, 

I 
w

as
 a

 s
tr

on
g 

pr
op

on
en

t o
f f

re
ed

om
 o

f s
pe

ec
h 

ba
rr

in
g 

an
y 

ki
nd

 o
f c

en
so

rs
hi

p.
 I 

fe
el

 d
iff

er
en

tly
 a

bo
ut

 th
at

 n
ow

. A
s 

yo
u'

ve
 m

en
tio

ne
d 

in
 a

 p
re

vi
ou

s 
th

re
ad

, o
ur

 fr
ee

do
m

s 
ar

e 
na

tu
ra

lly
 

lim
ite

d 
by

 o
ur

 v
al

ue
s,

 a
nd

 th
is

 is
 

so
m

et
hi

ng
 I'

ve
 le

ar
ne

d 
a 

lo
t a

bo
ut

 
si

nc
e 

st
ar

tin
g 

T
he

 C
ou

ch
. P

au
l, 

w
ho

 is
 a

ls
o 

th
e 

cr
ea

to
r 

an
d 

ad
m

in
 

of
 P

hi
lo

so
ph

yF
or

um
s,

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
gr

ea
tly

 in
flu

en
tia

l i
n 

se
tti

ng
 a

n 
ex

am
pl

e 
of

 p
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

m
od

er
at

in
g.

 T
he

re
 is

 a
ls

o 
a 

la
rg

el
y 

in
tu

iti
ve

 c
om

po
ne

nt
.  

Ia
m

m
ya

sp
ec

to
fU

s:
  If

 y
ou

 c
ou

ld
 

pa
ss

 o
ne

 n
at

io
na

l 
la

w
 i

n 
th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
S

ta
te

s,
 w

ha
t w

ou
ld

 it
 b

e 
an

d 
w

hy
? 

 O
f c

ou
rs

e 
it 

m
us

t b
e 

co
ns

tit
ut

io
na

l, 
un

lik
e 

th
e 

ne
w

ly
 

ac
tu

at
ed

 P
re

si
de

nt
ia

l a
bi

lit
ie

s.

lib
er

ty
gr

l: 
I 

w
ou

ld
 i

m
pl

em
en

t 
B

en
 [J

or
da

n]
's

 id
ea

 o
f a

 v
ag

ra
nt

 
w

ag
e.

 B
as

ic
 f

oo
d 

su
pp

ly
 f

or
 

ev
er

yo
ne

, w
he

th
er

 th
ey

 c
an

 a
ffo

rd
 

it 
or

 n
ot

. T
he

 m
on

ey
 fo

r 
th

at
 w

ag
e 

ca
n 

co
m

e 
fr

om
 m

ili
ta

ry
 s

pe
nd

in
g 

cu
ts

, o
r 

a 
co

rp
or

at
io

n 
ta

x.
 

Ia
m

m
ya

sp
ec

to
fU

s:
  W

ha
t t

yp
e 

of
 

sh
oe

 d
o 

yo
u 

m
os

t o
fte

n 
w

ea
r,

 a
nd

 
w

ha
t t

yp
e 

w
ou

ld
 y

ou
 r

at
he

r 
m

os
t 

of
te

n 
w

ea
r,

 i
f 

th
ey

 a
re

 n
ot

 t
he

 
sa

m
e?

lib
er

ty
gr

l: 
If 

I 
ha

d 
m

y 
w

ay
, 

I 
w

ou
ld

 w
ea

r 
sa

nd
al

s 
al

l t
he

 ti
m

e,
 

ev
er

yw
he

re
, t

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

. I
 lo

ve
 

sa
nd

al
s 

an
d 

I h
at

e 
w

ea
rin

g 
so

ck
s.

 
U

nf
or

tu
na

te
ly

, 
he

re
 i

n 
S

an
 

F
ra

nc
is

co
, 

it'
s 

to
o 

co
ld

 t
o 

w
ea

r 
sa

nd
al

s.
 W

e 
ha

d 
an

 u
nu

su
al

ly
 

w
ar

m
 s

um
m

er
 th

is
 la

st
 y

ea
r 

so
 I 

go
t t

o 
br

ea
k 

ou
t m

y 
sa

nd
al

s 
fo

r 
a 

bi
t, 

bu
t u

su
al

ly
 I 

w
ea

r 
te

nn
is

 s
ho

es
 

m
os

t 
of

 t
he

 t
im

e.
 I

 w
al

k 
ab

ou
t 

fo
rt

y 
m

in
ut

es
 a

 d
ay

, t
o 

an
d 

fr
om

 
w

or
k,

 s
o 

co
m

fo
rt

ab
le

 s
ho

es
 a

re
 a

 
m

us
t. 

In
te

rv
ie

w
 w

ith
 li

be
rt
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te

rv
ie

w
 w
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 li
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rt

yg
rl
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ag
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u 
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e 
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 t
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 p
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ffi
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 a

nd
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at
 y
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. I

t c
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 c

an
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bl
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. I
t m

us
t b

e 
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to

 t
he
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on

st
itu

tio
n.

 Y
ou

 c
an

 b
e 

T
he

 P
re

si
de

nt
 o

f t
he

 U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s 

of
 A

m
er

ic
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 o
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.
 

Ia
m

m
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te

nt
io

ns
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nd
 w
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yo
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w
ou

ld
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pe

 t
o 
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is
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w
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 y
ou
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se
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e.

lib
er

ty
gr

l: 
I j

us
t l
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e 
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 c
ity

, a
nd

 
I 

w
ou

ld
 l

ov
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to
 h

av
e 

th
e 

op
po

rt
un

ity
 to

 h
el

p 
m

ak
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th
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be
tte

r 
he

re
, a

lth
ou

gh
 it
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 a
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y 
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e 
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 in

 m
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n.

 I 
w

ou
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w
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m
m
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n 
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nd
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dd
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ss
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e 
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m
el
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s 
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m
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er

e.
 T

he
se

 a
re

 t
hi

ng
s 

M
ay

or
 G

av
in

 N
ew

so
m

 is
 a

lre
ad

y 
w

or
ki

ng
 o

n,
 a

nd
 I

 r
es

pe
ct

 h
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w

or
k.

 H
e'

s 
de
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ar

ed
 S

an
 F

ra
nc

is
co

 
a 

"c
ity

 o
f r

ef
ug

e"
 a

nd
 s
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d 
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at

 h
e 

w
ou
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 n

ot
 c
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in
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m
ig

ra
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 r
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of

 fe
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ra
l 
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an
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s.
 A

ny
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e 
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n 
ge

t m
ed

ic
al

 
tr

ea
tm

en
t a
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e 
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ga
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 o

f i
m

m
ig

ra
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n 
st
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, 
no

 q
ue
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sk
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an
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 I
 w
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w

or
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w
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 M

D
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A
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D
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 m
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 d
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t m
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 d
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 d
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 p
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f p
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