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Being as the Undifferentiated Manifold bWlidnight Monk

T _ _ develop a stable sense of their world and its d&§,
o discover Being we must perform gese are not the only object nor the only confitjor
phenomenological reduction. Setting aside thetepresthat is possible for them. The world as we peredéis
of the ontological objectivity of appearances, vea d10t ‘given’ to us in a ready-made form. Our petioa
classify them broadly in terms of their beirdpes not reflect what is ‘there’, but a proces
phenomen:.. Whatever we say about the relation e#nstructing a coherent assemblage of relations
subject to object, our fundamental experience alfitye  Within a limited range of possibilities.
phenomenally, is of a manifold of overlapping,
integrated qualities. The phenomenal manifolchis t We can discriminate between the immec
totality of appearances unfolded relative to a rdigec occurrence of a sensation and its perception ascap
point-of-view, i.e., a consciousness. Conscigafgognition. The sensual field is the presentatibthe
awareness sits at the nexus of a set of relatietveden undifferentiated manifold. The 'interior' of therm is
qualities that define a particular world-view orneb a reflective field that represents sections of
line. All of the objects emerging from these rielas— manifold and organizes them into logically sigraf
insofar as they emerge—are phenomenal. Theyp@iéerns—concepts orschema  This organize
interior to consciousness. Experience cannot reg@hsations according to rules.
beyond these bounds, nor conceive of the thingskifi
Sensation occurs all at once and simultane:

Consider the manifold itself. The manifold ith no regard for the differentiation of objectk.is ¢
the erfoldment of every possible object that can appe#gsentatioren massef phenomenal qualities. W
relative to a given consciousness according to W& to focus awareness on that field, pre-em|
parameters of its POV, which is in part defineditsy cognitive action, we'd be faced with the true natof
spacetime coordinates (the ideal observer agheamanifold—a plenum of pure quality.
mathematical point). The manifold itself is the@gnd
of the possibility of any particular thing appeayin Sensation itself thus does not discriminate
Relative to any conscious POV, there exists a rokhifobjects. The identification of objects happenstigh
that defines the full extent of the range of pdssibBognition. The mind is originally a blank slataye
appearances. It defines the possibilityhafaring a for its cognitive parameters, the so-called categouf
thing, orseeing a thingorfeeling a thing&c. Relative thought. It reflects the sensual field. Throughaat
to a pure, unified consciousness, it appears assh wf of selective focus an object is defined for the dirtim
all possible qualities overlapping and flowing ttggr. operate on. Focus is the localization of awareness
This initial or fundamental appearance is
undifferentiated with respect to particulars.

Part of what defines a human-type manifold is
the inclusion of a set of cognitive functions,,isemind
The purpose of these functions is to differentite
manifold—to pick out, identify, classify, and ciyri
sections of the manifold. Essentially, to define
particular forms from within the parameters of the
possible. It is limited by certaitranscendental
parameters in the Kantian sense, e.g., spacetime
coordinates. Every life is unique because it oEsp
unique position (or coordinate) and has a uniquedwvo
line.

Because the manifold is the enfoldment of the
possible, no world-line can exhaust its potentidhat
this means is that while a person may eventually



Interview with libertygrl

Yogi Bear: What kind of movies do you generally
enjoy?

libertygrl: | especially enjoy fairy tales, or stories v
strong mythological themes, and/or metaphorical/
allegorical elements. For example, "The Matrix",
"What Dreams May Come", "Lady in the Water".

| also love suspense thrillers. Dance movies. 3-D
animated films. Action films occasionally, and a
romantic comedy now and then. Not too keen on
horror, although | did enjoy the "Scream"” trilogy.

Midnight_Monk: Do you feel that taking the
initiative, starting and administrating your own
discussion forum, has changed the way you approach
and value virtual discussion?

Selected excerpts from “Interview with libertygrl”? libertygrl: The value | place on virtual discussion has
always remained the same. What | value most about i

— is that it gives people like myself, who in the “3D
world may be considered "anti-social”, the oppaitiu

Yogi Bear: What was your first encounter with to have a sense of community.

mystery like? Did the unknown sneak up on you ®it b

bit, or did it hit you like a Mack truck? Administrating The Couch has definitely changed my
approach toward online discussion. Before | became

libertygrl: Life has always been mysterious to me, fadmin, | was a strong proponent of freedom of speec

as long as | can remember. | would say that my firs barring any kind of censorship. | feel differerglgout

"encounter” with mystery was when | was six years that now. As you've mentioned in a previous thread,

old. On our school break they would let all of idsk our freedoms are naturally limited by our values] a

out into the school yard to play; this was in Gemgnd this is something I've learned a lot about sineetisig

found a tree that was far at the end of the yagliiet The Couch. Paul, who is also the creator and admin

place away from the pavement where the kids werePhilosophyForums, has been greatly influential in

playing. The next thing | knew, all the kids werng setting an example of productive moderating. There

and | had no idea how long | had been sitting thiere also a largely intuitive component.

went back inside the schoolhouse and the teacher

hadn't even noticed | was gone. lammyaspectofUs: If you could pass one national
law in the United States, what would it be and why?

While | was sitting out there alone, | was thinking Of course it must be constitutional, unlike the hew

about things without having words to express them, actuated Presidential abilities.

feeling things without knowing what they meant,

overwhelmed by something | couldn't understand. Itlibertygrl: | would implement Ben [Jordan]'s idea c

was also mysterious to go back inside and findgbat vagrant wage. Basic food supply for everyone,

much time had passed without me realizing. It was whether they can afford it or not. The money fatth

mysterious not to have heard the school bell ling. wage can come from military spending cuts, or a

wasn't until over 25 years later that | was ablbdgin corporation tax.

to process what that memory was about. Lots ofyneav

things, trauma-related. (Continued on page 6)

1. Cf. http://www.thecouchforum.com/comments.plp246




by Ryan M. Cairns



Interview with libertygrl.. .(continued from page 5)

lammyaspectofUs: What type of shoe do you most libertygrl: I've definitely given the issue a lot more
often wear, and what type would you rather mosroftthought since that thread. |1 do continue to be
wear, if they are not the same? concerned about the inequities that would leadto 6
hospitals being closed down due to giving away so
libertygrl: If I had my way, | would wear sandals all much free treatment. As was also pointed out it tha
the time, everywhere, to everything. | love sandald thread, there are a lot of problems with our wester
| hate wearing socks. Unfortunately, here in San medical system, a lot of corruption, and | beliévat
Francisco, it's too cold to wear sandals. We had ancorruption at the top (especially the health ineuea
unusually warm summer this last year so | got &mkr companies and pharmaceutical companies who e:
out my sandals for a bit, but usually | wear terghiees the system) is what facilitates exploitation frame t
most of the time. | walk about forty minutes a di@y, outside. In other words, people don't seem to hewe
and from work, so comfortable shoes are a must. much of a moral issue stealing from thieves.

lammyaspectofUs: Imagine that you are at this time Mayor Newsom's work with illegal immigration has
required to hold a public office and that you gett gotten me interested in seeing more systems (and
choose that office out of all of them. It can be an entire cities) functioning on principles of integrilt's
existing one or you can create a new one to séeve t not that | object to charitable donations to peayph®
public. It must be subject to the constitution. Ytan need it; that was never the case. It's that wersdsad
be The President of the United States of America, oto figure out how to take care of the people whe ar
anything else. contributing to the system. As a rule, you haviaie
care of yourself first before you can take caretber
libertygrl: | wouldn't mind being mayor of San people. That is true for individuals as well as for
Francisco. societies. | don't believe that Newsom's "city of
refuge” policy would work everywhere, because it's
lammyaspectofUs: Explain your intentions and whatalso necessary to have that foundation of personal
you would hope to accomplish with your service.  integrity (and consistency) in order to get a haratl
the corruption & exploitation, whether it comesrro
libertygrl: 1 just love this city, and | would love to  within or without.
have the opportunity to help make things bettee her
although it's already on the right track, in myropn. | e.: What colours do you like to have around you, in
would work with immigration reform and address thethe apartment, etc.?
homeless problem here. These are things Mayor Gavin
Newsom is already working on, and | respect hiskw libertygrl: Orange is my favorite color, and | have a
He's declared San Francisco a “city of refuge"smd lot of orange around my apartment, especially in my
that he would not criminalize illegal immigration, paintings. Orange is very warm & dynamic. Blue is
regardless of federal mandates. Anyone can get another favorite color, and it complements orange
medical treatment and police assistance, regardfesswell. Cool and laid-back. | generally like brighdlors.
immigration status, no questions asked. It's an 1do a lot of painting with black-light (UV) reagg
interesting policy. | would also work toward legatig paint so I've got a lot of bright colors on my gall
the use of drugs such as marijuana, MDMA (ecstasy),
and LSD in a medical context. lammyaspectofUs:How were you inspired to create
The Couch? How are you and have you been inspired
MrPeabody: On the immigration issue, have you by the life and times of your creation?
changed your mind since the "illegal immigration in
the U.S." thread? You had sounded like you were libertygrl: The Couch came into existence due to
against free medical treatments of illegals; do fgml some complicated disagreements between me and the
different now? admin of the forum | used to frequent—



Interview with libertygrl...

—NMad Philosophers Guild. It's not somethin a holistic impression within the mind. By repegtthis
begrudge her for. As | see it, the bottom linehst tve process over and over again eventually patternis iba
simply had different ideas about the ideal envirentn emerge from within the manifold. The mind is atd
for a discussion forum. We were moving in differentdifferentiate forms of the possible with more andre
directions and so it became necessary that we pardcute exactness. Starting from an undifferent
ways. plenum of quality, we arrive at the perceptionrees
rocks, people—the familiar phenomenal world.

From the very first moment that | discovered

discussion forums on the Internet, | was very extit B o

about the potential they had to draw people togeathe I2€ingis the most abstract concept we use to des
a way that had never before been explored. Uponall possible appearances. Being is the concepte
realizing that | would not be able to explore that totality of appearances. But, since the na
potential at MPG in the way | had hoped, | decitted movement of cognition is from the undifferentiate
give the admin position a shot for myself and seethe discretely differentiated, how are we to pere

where it led. Being? In fact, we cannot even conceive of Beinty
we reach a relatively high level of conc
What inspires me about The Couch is the development, and are able to abstract from

consideration and sincerity of its members. In somecommonalities to project a singldass under whicl
sense it's true that it is my creation, becausevélput they all fall. The conception of Being is a protot
down the framework and worked to set the tone] butogic. But is it a mere abstraction? If it ishave al
did not invent the idea of the discussion forum #&nd ontological relevance it must lexperiencableas wel
would be quite a boring place if | sat here ald@®. as thinkable. Is it possible to experience Being?
I'm thankful to everyone who helps to bring thiaqa

to life, because | cannot do it alone. The Couch is Being itself is the is-ness of objects. For
everything | imagined it could be and more, and whavhat that means is a bracketing of conceptue
can ask for more than that. qualities of a given object in lieu of a dir

apprehension of its presentation in appearance.ad
Long live The Couch, we've seen, this direct apprehension of
lib undifferentiated manifold is merely an intentic

thrusting of consciousness towards a categc
(possible) object. The particular bereft of itsabies
becomes a categorical placeholder, a formal olgkct-
Being as the Undifferentiated Manifi awareness.
(continued from page 3)

If we perform this reduction with any and
A non-localizedawareness would be aware other objects, we find that at the level lwding they
the totality of the phenomenal manifold. lécalized cannot be differentiated. In Being, as the totaditthe
awareness picks out a particular field of posgibgi possible manifold, there is no natural differemnias
and concentrates upon them. This reflects e apprehend Being in itself we must transcenc
intentional directive of consciousness—to mode&isions engrained in the mind separating the foéd
towards a possible object. into subject and object. Not only must the quadito
all possible objects be bracketed, but also thetions
But the mere localization of awareness ordfthe mind and the persona constructed througmm.
defines a formal placeholder, a logically possil#e¢that point it is possible for awareness to heatec
object—an 'it', a 'there'. Consciousness's onlyguas solely upon the manifold in its pure form—as
to direct focus towards the possible. Now, upondifferentiated totality. This Being—the absolute
attaining such a focus, the mind, reflecting thisaa, the end of all analysis, the true ground of thesfibs
is able to retain it, record it in memory. So thdire the platform beyond which it is not possible
section of the manifold localized by focus is re&l as experience.



Being as the Undifferentiated Manifold...

When the mystic becomes one with the Divine
this is the experience she attains—a direct seitog
the 'true’ or undifferentiated nature of realitt this
point no division is possible. Consciousnessfiiseiot
separate from Being; it is realized as t#ivity of
Being, Being-in-motion, the force that allows the
possibility of Being's assuming a determinate form
through a phenomenal presentation. In apprehending
Being consciousness dissolves is focus, and thas ha
within its scope the whole of the manifold.
Phenomenally speaking, it doesn’t matter if one
searches after thbeing of objectsor the being of
consciousnessthey both return to Being as the
undifferentiated manifold of possibilities.

Submission Guidelines for the Summer 2007 Issue:

Submission deadline is
May 20, 2007.

Release date will be June 5, 2007.

1. One submission per active member. Submissiexample). If you wish to include an image of thjpe
must be your own original work. You will retain theith your written submission, then the word couor
copyright for your own work. Send submissions ttee piece must be 1,000 words or less. If the ploc
libertygrl by email () or by private messaging. drawing is not your own, credit the source. Do
submit it unless you have copyright permissiol
2. Graphic contributions such as art or photograguplish it.
must be submitted in JPG format, no larger thard220
1500 dpi. The image may be resized depending on the
layout of the newsletter. You may also submit up@6 5. Specify what name you would like to have use
words of text with your image, if you would like toredit you for your work in the newsletter.
include some description or background on the image
Text is optional.
Please note: You must subscribe to the list in 1otd
3. Written contributions must be 1,500 words osleseceive the newsletter by email.
Cited references are included in the word countttévr
contributions may be fiction or non-fiction, andyrze
edited with spelling or grammar corrections. Youl wi
have the opportunity to approve any correctiongteef
the issue is released. Some examples of written
contributions would be essays, stories, artickaews,
or poetry.

Stay tuned for the next issue of
the Coffee Table summer 2007

4. A photo or drawing may accompany your written
contribution (to illustrate an article or a revidiat



Chicken Crossing
by Susan Lien Whigham



